Effective normative samples for the detection of cognitive impairment in older adults.
The inclusion of individuals with incipient dementia in normative data contaminates the distinction between normal and pathological aging. Conventional and Robust (excluding persons with incipient dementia) norms were created using data from the Canadian Study of Health and Aging (CSHA). Robust norms were not significantly better at distinguishing between normal and pathological aging. Norms reflecting the relationship between age and the prevalence of dementia revealed a probability of dementia of less than 35%. The results of the norming procedure serve to illustrate the validity of our current measures and methods for identifying cognitive impairment. CSHA Conventional norms are adequate for the identification of cognitive impairment.